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APPEARED

S'aﬂ Writer of Tha News

Joe Halpam nervously bounced
his leg as he discussed his company's
sale to Libya of electronic timers —
nmers capable of setting off explo-
sives — and the firm’s previous deal-
ings with the: Cemral Intelhgence
Agency. ' SRR
~+The situation was one with whxch
the S0-year-old president-of Garland-
based- Scientific:. Communications;]

J7*As far-as.lLiam concerned, we
'}»ere a manufacturer that was duped
by some people with some pretty so-
pmsncated connections,” Halpain
said. :

Kevin Mnlcahy. a former CIA com-]
munications expert, has detailed how
he and two other former intelligence
agency employees, Edwin Wilson and
Frank Terpil, worked to establish a
plant for manufacturing assassina-
tion weapons. The plant was for use
by Libyan dictator Col. Moammar
Khadafy in his campaxgn of world-
wide terrorism. -

DESCRIBNG Scxentmc Commum-
cations as a longttme.CIA.suppuer
Mulcahy said Halpain's firm was con-
tracted by Inter-Technology, Inc., a
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Washington-based front company dt- -

rected by Wiison and Terpil, to fur-]
nish electronic tlmers destmed for
Libya. v DRI A L -‘%-*
Halpain, in hts fxrst statement
since publication of Mulcahy's ac-]
count, said be had no knowledge at
the time of the deal of the ummate
destination of the timers. .

-He said he proceeded with the]
contract after receiving CIA as-
surances that his dealings with Inter-.
Technology, totaling $40,000 and last-
ing from August through October
1976, wereinorder. .. ;v N

Officials for another fmn 1mph-
cated in the Mulcahy account, JS4
Brower and Associates of Pomona,
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qmt workxng wuh WllSOD. and ’I‘et pix

after a $15,000 final payment on his
‘contract with Inter-Technology was
stopped. At that point, Halpain said,
he-concluded Scientific. Communica-
tions, an 11-year-old manufacturer of]
‘high-technology radio equipment
with-annual sales of $10 million, had

become involved i in an mappropnate

Jmsmem

““We hadmt built that kind' oﬂ
equlpment in the past and we weren’t
going to build that kind oi equ1p~
menr" Halpain said; - = «-

‘Scientific Commumcanons a pn-
vately held corporation with more;
than 150 employees, divides its work
‘about evenly between government
and business contracts. - '

In May, the Smal} Busmess Adm'n-

‘istration named Scientific Communi-
cations the Region VI Small Business
Prime Contractor of the Year. In an-
nouncing the award, Jim Reed of the
SBA said, “We are pleased to have a
‘company with such an outstanding
record of achievement: ... They
have been of great benefxt to the in+
dustrial base of government procure-
ment.” RN %
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HALPAIN SAID HIS t'u‘m has manu-

- factured “passive” intelligence-gath-

. ering devices pnmar;ly for the Navy,

- butalso for the CIA. - e

" In mid-1976, offxc1als of another
*- company unphcated by Mulcahy in.
the Libyan scheme::American. Elec-

_tronic Laboratories‘of Colmar, Pa.,:

approached Halpain suggesting that
-Wilson and Terpil could help Scien-
. tific Commumcanons enter dedle
*'Bastern markets. -

“At.the time. these thmgs hap-

. pened, Ed Wilson was a multimillio-

naire, and he was an American hero
[ type that " had. ‘done:tremendous
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things for the Amencan govem-
‘ment,” Halpain said. -
“We had no contacts in the Mlddle

'East and we were aware that with

the orawino closeness hatween the

AT VIS, AT OIS Me. We were a very
.small company, about 52 muhon in
-annualsales.”” = .- -l e

* " Halpain said Scientific. Commun1~
cations’ Washington-based. salesman
contacted Inter-Technology concern-
mg dedle Eastern representanon. )

“SOMEBODY BROUGHT UP the
timer deal while we were talking to
‘them about representatxon * Halpam
saxd v E

Soon after Halpam v151ted Wash-
mgton to confer with Wilson and was
told the timers would be used for oil -
field security in the Middle East zmd1
possibly in South America.. . .

“We didn't get suspicious- about
anything because they wanted them |
cheaply. They were only willing to
pay $24 a piece for them.”

The devices were very simple —a
9-volt battery, prmted circuit board
and four wires in a jury-rigged medi-
cine bottle — and were mechanically
similar to ordmary household mn-
ers.

. Two- weeks 1ater thson called

Halpam -asking if he could produce
500 of the devxces within 2 weeks be-

cause another suppher had suddenly '

backed out. | .
- Such custom work was rarely un-
dertaken by Scxennfxc Commumca-

ydone-this,’ except it looked as though
ithese people were going to be-our
‘overseas representatxve and’ we
Wwanted to 1mpress them . Halpam
said, e E

Althouoh he had warned leson‘
that the timers would be crude be--
cause of the quick production sched-
ule, when Wilson saw them “he got.|
very mad. He got really upset... . He

said they didn't look good enough — |
that they weren't pretty enough.”

. Halpain said he received a tele-
phone call from a Wilson employee
three days later, complaxmng that
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“WE WOULD NO’I‘ normally have -
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